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J
esus wants to draw near to us per-
sonally, to accompany our journey
to its end, so that his life and our
life can truly meet. In today’s
gospel an amazing encounter takes
place with Zacchaeus, the chief “publi-
can” or tax collector, a wealthy collabo-
rator of the hated Roman occupiers,
someone who exploited his own people,
someone who, because of his ill repute,
could not even approach the Master. His
encounter with Jesus changed his life,
just as it has changed, and can daily
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But Zacchaeus had to face a number
of obstacles in order to meet Jesus. 
At least three of these can also say
something to us.
The first obstacle
Zacchaeus couldn’t see the Master be-
cause he was a small man. Even today
we can risk not getting close to Jesus
because we don’t feel big enough, be-
cause we don’t think ourselves worthy.
This is a great temptation.
God counts on you for what you are,
not for what you possess. In his eyes
the clothes you wear or the kind of cell
phone you use are of absolutely no
concern. He doesn’t care whether you
are stylish or not; he cares about you!
The second obstacle
Zacchaeus risked becoming a laughing-
stock. We can imagine what was going
on in his heart before he climbed that
sycamore. It must have been quite a
struggle — on one hand, a healthy cu-
riosity and desire to know Jesus; on the
other, the risk of appearing completely
ridiculous. Zacchaeus was a public
 figure, a man of power. He knew that,
in trying to climb that tree, he would
have become a laughingstock to all. Yet
he mastered his shame, because the at-
traction of Jesus was more powerful.
The paralysis of shame did not have
the upper hand. The Gospel tells us that
Zacchaeus “ran ahead”, “climbed” the
tree, and then, when Jesus called him,
he “hurried down”. He took a risk. 
He put his life on the line. For us too,
this is the secret of joy: not to stifle 
a healthy curiosity, but to take a risk,
because life is not meant to be tucked





Get off the couch and set out on new and uncharted paths. Avoid confusing happiness
with a sofa — put on your shoes and head out to open up new horizons.
The time we are living in does not call for young couch potatoes but for young
people with shoes — or better — boots laced. It has no room for bench-warmers.
The Lord wants to turn your hands, my hands, our hands into signs of reconciliation,
signs of communion and signs of creation.
Today we adults need you to teach us how to live in diversity, in dialogue, how to
experience multiculturalism not as a threat but as an opportunity. Have the courage 
to teach us that it is easier to build bridges than walls.
Take each other’s hands. Would that the powers of this world might learn to do 
the same.
We no longer desire to conquer hatred with more hatred, violence with more violence,
terror with more terror … Our response to a world at war has a name: its name is fraternity,
its name is communion, its name is family.
Beware a paralysis that can come from thinking
the problems of the world are too large to
confront. Beware an even more
dangerous kind of paralysis: think-
ing that in order to be happy all
we need is a good sofa. A sofa
that makes us feel comfortable,
calm, safe. A sofa like one of those
we have nowadays with a built-in
massage unit to put us to sleep. A sofa that
promises us hours of comfort so we can escape to the world
away. When it comes to Jesus, we
 cannot sit around waiting with arms
folded; he offers us life — we can’t re-
spond by thinking about it or “texting”
a few words!
You know what happens when some-
one is so attractive that we fall in love
with them: we end up ready to do
things we would never have even
thought of doing. Something similar
took place in the heart of Zacchaeus,
when he realized that Jesus was so
 important that he would do anything
for him, since Jesus alone could 
pull him out of the mire of sin and
 discontent.
At times in our lives, we aim lower
rather than higher. At those times, it is
good to realize that God remains faith-
ful, even obstinate, in his love for us.
The fact is, he loves us even more than
we love ourselves. He believes in us
even more than we believe in ourselves.
He is always “cheering us on”; he is 
our biggest fan.
He is there for us, waiting with
 patience and hope, even when we turn
in on ourselves and brood over our
troubles and past injuries.
Dear young friends, don’t be
ashamed to bring everything to the
Lord in confession, especially your
weaknesses, your struggles and your
sins. He will surprise you with his for-
giveness and his peace.
The third obstacle
There was a third obstacle that Zacchaeus
had to face. It was no longer an  interior
one, but was all around him. It was the
grumbling of the crowd, who first
blocked him and then criticized him:
How could Jesus have entered his
house, the house of a sinner!
Finally let us listen to the words that
Jesus spoke to Zacchaeus, which seem
meant for us: “Come down, for I must
stay at your house today”. Jesus extends
the same invitation to you: “I must stay
at your house today.” We can say that
World Youth Day begins today and con-
tinues tomorrow, in your homes, since
that is where Jesus wants to meet you
from now on. The Lord doesn’t want to
remain in this beautiful city, or in cher-
ished memories alone. He wants to
Jesus wants to enter your homes, to dwell in your 
daily lives: in your studies, your first years of work, 
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Clouds
To the poet and photographer
— a treasured blend of light and shade
To the vacationer
— another grey and rainy day
To the mystic and the poet
— a source of endless contemplation
To the airborne passengers
— a carpet underfoot of cotton wool
To the composer
— ice cream castles in the air
To Tabor’s three disciples
— a cloud-surrounded Lord 
and the confirming voice of God
Clouds
— the more we try to clutch them
the more they crumble and evade our grasp
“I really don’t know clouds at all.”
Pat Fitzpatrick CSSp
of video games and spend all kinds of
time in front of a computer screen.
When we opt for ease and convenience,
for confusing happiness with consump-
tion, then indeed we end up paying a
high price: we lose our freedom.
Jesus is not the Lord of comfort,
 security and ease. Following Jesus
demands a good dose of courage, 
a readiness to trade in the sofa for a
pair of walking shoes and to set out 
on new and uncharted paths.
God expects something from you.
God wants something from you. God
hopes in you. God comes to break
down all our fences. He comes to open
the doors of our lives, our dreams, our
ways of seeing things.
God comes to break open every -
thing that keeps you closed in. He is
encouraging you to dream. He wants to
make you see that, with you, the world
can be different. But the fact is, unless
you offer the best of yourselves, the
world will never be different. n
enter your homes, to dwell in your daily
lives: in your studies, your first years of
work, your friendships and affections,
your hopes and dreams.
How greatly he desires that you bring
all this to him in prayer! How much he
hopes that, in all the “contacts” and
“chats” of each day, pride of place be
given to prayer! How much he wants his
word to be able to speak to you day after
day, so that you can make his Gospel
your own, so that it can serve as a com-
pass for you on the highways of life
People may judge you to be dream-
ers, because you believe in a new hu-
manity, one that rejects hatred between
peoples, one that refuses to see borders
as barriers and can cherish its own
 traditions without being self-centred 
or small-minded. Don’t be discouraged:
with a smile and open arms, you pro-
claim hope and you are a blessing 
for our one human family, which you
represent so beautifully here. n
